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I WISH I KNEW THEN WHAT I KNOW NOW!Don't get to the end of your law school career

muttering these words to yourself! Take the first step toward building a productive, successful, and

perhaps even pleasant law school experienceâ€•read this book!Written by students, for students,

Law School Confidential has been the "must-have" guide for anyone thinking about, applying to, or

attending law school for more than a decade. And now, in this newly revised third edition, it's more

valuable than ever. This isn't the advice of graying professors or battle-scarred practitioners long

removed from law school. Robert H. Miller has assembled a blue-ribbon panel of recent graduates

from across the country to offer realistic and informative firsthand advice about what law school is

really like.This updated edition contains the very latest information and strategies for thriving and

surviving in law schoolâ€•from navigating the admissions process and securing financial aid,

choosing classes, studying and exam strategies, and securing a seat on the law review to getting a

judicial clerkship and a job, passing the bar exam, and much, much more. Newly added material

also reveals a sea change that is just starting to occur in legal education, turning it away from the

theory-based platform of the previous several decades to a pragmatic platform being demanded by

the rigors of today's practices.Law School Confidential is a complete guide to the law school

experience that no prospective or current law student can afford to be without.
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I'm a 2L who read this book before going to law school. It's worthwhile as far as intro guides go, but



could easily be better.Everybody knows the highlighter tricks and other techniques; there is no

magic bullet in that respect. Not all the study tips will work for everyone (I don't know anyone who

draws a little picture at the top of their case note), and don't count on being able to get outlines as

easily as the book makes it sound. Even at a friendly school, people are still stingy about them.The

author does a lot to orient the reader to the basics of getting off to a running start in law school, but

more information about choosing a school would have been helpful, as would more of how to

diagnose the forensics behind a potential school.Some of the most useful info will never come from

the faculty unless you know what to ask. From students it usually only comes from 2Ls & 3Ls (1Ls

don't know anything other than how to panic).Useful things to know such as which law schools have

pass fail grading available as an option; which legal writing departments are pass fail for the whole

1L class, what the grading curve is at each school, how bad grade inflation is, etc.Other info like the

fact that all law schools use the same text books from only two major publishers would be helpful in

forming an overall picture of how law schools do (or don't) vary much from one to the next. Even the

highly regarded US News ratings don't tell the whole story, as a big part of what makes many of the

higher ranked schools Tier 1 and 2 is a direct result of expenditures per student. Something else

that could have been explored in this "confidential" book.

A little about me: I'm now in my second year of law school and purchased both Law School Insider

and the older book Law School Confidential last year. Back then, I didn't know that Robert Miller, the

author, has written Confidential books on different types of schools (Law School, Business School,

maybe Medical School's next?), and uses the same format and advice in these books. I wound up

keeping only my copy of Law School Insider, which turned out to be more relevant and useful for

me.Law School Confidential is like the "for Dummies" books, down to simplistic tips that sound good

but didn't really work when I tried them. Particularly unnecessary were the "etiquette" advice and

handfuls of comments from yuppie "mentors" who didn't really add anything to the book. Because it

has so much of this filler, Confidential also treads far too lightly on subjects that really concern me,

like choosing courses to match my personal interests, possible areas of specialization, and picking

the right place to take my bar exam.By comparison, Law School Insider treats these subjects with

depth and serious consideration. It actually speaks to the lifestyles and choices of different readers,

including people who are married and worried about starting a life after law school, and tells people

from diverse backgrounds how to maximize their chances of success. I also really liked Insider's

story portions, which Confidential lacks, but tries to make up for in attitude.On that subject, there is

not a trace of Confidential's arrogance or artificial stress anywhere in Insider. Despite what Miller



says, law school is not going to be like a war and it is still worthwhile even if you don't attend one of

the top 10 schools in the country.
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